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But the Diet of Cologne (1512) achieved one important result, although it was only completely carried out in the future. Since 1500 the Empire had been divided into Circles, and Maximilian now suggested that new Circles should be added to the six already existing. The seventh, of the Lower Khine, was to include the lands of the four Ehenish Electors. The eighth, of Lower Saxony, was to be composed of the dominions of the Elector of Saxony and Brandenburg, those of the Duke of Pomerania and others. The ninth and tenth Circles were to be formed from Maximilian's hereditary dominions in Austria and Burgundy. Each Circle was to have a Captain to carry out the decisions of the Imperial Chamber. But when it was proposed that the Captains should be supported by an armed force, the Estates took alarm, so that in point of fact, this scheme, once so dear to the heart of Berthold of Mainz, was not actually carried out until many years later.
Meantime Marguerite finds that her Eegency of the Netherlands is no sinecure. She has trouble and complaints on every side. The States of Utrecht write to make a grievous complaint that her general, Florent d'Egmond, had attacked their city and done much damage, the canals being frozen at the time, and he would have taken the city, had not a troop of cavalry from Guelders given the alarm and checked the assault. Marguerite expresses her deep regret and says that she has ordered Egmond to repair the damage and set free his prisoners. This general of hers will not give her the chance of a quietn.in heree King
